New Testament
Survey

Lecture One
Introduction to New Testament Survey




e See Handout: Course
Instructions

* See Handout: The Books of the
New Testament

e See Handout: Course Schedule

AN A/



e Basic overview of the NT
 Introduce each book of the NT

* Interpret important NT texts
* Lift up Christ

AN A




The Background of the New Testament

A. The Unity and Diversity of the New Testament Writings

1. Its Diversity
2. Its Unity

B. The World of the New Testament

1. Greek Language and Culture
2. Roman Law and Government
3. Jewish Scriptures and Religion (Monotheism)

C. The Geography of the New Testament
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The Background of the New Testament

D. The Historical Background of the NT

1.

Intertestamental History

a.

b
C.
d

Close of the OT—about 400 BC—conditions under the rule of the Persian Empire
The Four Hundred Silent Years

The roots of the Jewish synagogue
331 BC The Greeks under Alexander the Great defeat Persia
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The Background of the New Testament

D. The Historical Background of the NT

1.

Intertestamental History

Close of the OT—about 400 BC—conditions under the rule of the Persian Empire
The Four Hundred Silent Years

The roots of the Jewish synagogue

331 BC The Greeks under Alexander the Great defeat Persia

Daniel 8, 10-11—Antiochus IV Epiphanes—167 BC—the abomination of desolation
The Maccabean revolt—Judas Maccabeus—164 BC—cleansing of the temple

141 BC—The independent Jewish kingdom—63 BC—Rome rules Judea

40 BC—Herod the Great (d. 4 BC)—AD 6 rule transferred to Roman prefects
Conditions in Judea under Roman rule—the Sanhedrin or the Great Council
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The Background of the New Testament

D. The Historical Background of the NT

2. Jewish Sects and Parties
a. The Sadducees—priestly ruling class—great wealth and power—beliefs
b. The Pharisees—*“separated ones”—beliefs—opposed Christ
c. The scribes—scholar class—Ezra, the Great Scribe—associated with the Pharisees

New Testament Survey: Lecture One
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The Background of the New Testament

D. The Historical Background of the NT

2. Jewish Sects and Parties

a. The Sadducees—priestly ruling class—great wealth and power—beliefs

b. The Pharisees—*“separated ones”—beliefs—opposed Christ

c. The scribes—scholar class—Ezra, the Great Scribe—associated with the Pharisees
d. The Herodians

¢. The Zealots

f.

The Essenes
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The Background of the New Testament
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